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Picture of Handschin' s factory in Moscow

Relief
The hiring of the young Jakob Wirz proved to be a great success. Under
his management the Handschin firm emerged as an extremely profitable
large enterprise. The financial statement for the year of 1882 was the best
the firm had ever seen, thus Heinrich Handschin gave Wirz a bonus of sfr.
5,000.00 and promoted him to general manager.
More and more often Handschin himself took time for extended trips.
He liked to spend the summer in central Switzerland on the Lake of Four
Cantons. Already at the time of his first successes he had gone to Lucerne
and there had fulfilled his childhood dream of driving through the
countryside in a carriage - still a rented one - drawn by four horses. He
found Vitznau especially attractive, and he returned there again and again.
This explains why later he made a bequest to Vitznau's
Verschonerungsverein [society for improving the local amenities]. Another
frequent destination was Carlsbad. It is not possible to determine whether
these visits at the spa were for entertainment or already pointed to an illness.
One time he took the liberty of spending the spring months on the French
Riviera living in a small apartment because he felt that the expenses of
living in a hotel would have been too large. His housekeeper and a servant
accompanied him, and thus he enjoyed the housekeeping to which he was
used.
In the meantime Jakob Wirz managed the firm in Moscow without
knowing when he could count on his boss' return. He visited clients, made
new contacts and, in Handschin's absence, enjoyed taking some liberties.
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